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"Mndamo will retire?"
"You little fool I You know whnt

I am renly for!"
Tho MM stood still. Her wide,

bovine eyes, filled with iilnrm, watched
the countess ns she moved swiftly
across the room to her wnrdrohe.
When she turned about again, she held
In her hiind thin black riding crop.
Minna's ruddy color failed. She knew
the Loscheks, knew their furies.

"Madame!" she cried, and fell on
her knees. "What have I done? Oh,
what have I done?"

"That Is what you will tell me." said
the countess, and brought down the
Crop. A livid st ripe MfMi tha fWl
face turned slowly to ml.

"I have done nothing. 1 I car It
Moiiier of pity, bat) mo! I Imve din?
UOllli".,''

The crop desccnd' d again, this time
on one of Mi" BMl l ves of her
peasant COBtlllM. So thin It wax, so
brutal tlie Mow, that il cut Into

Gnmnlogi tlM girl fell fur-wa-

on her face. The :.: x eon- -

"I Have Done Nothing, I Swear It."

tinned to strike pitiless Plows into
which aba put all her fury, her tenor,
her Cray ad and ragged nerves.

The gM on the Hour, from whimper-
ing, fell to crying hard, with great
noiseless soks of pain and bewilder-
ment. When ut last the blows ceuseti,
she lay fctlll.

The countess prodded her with her
foot. "Get Up," she commanded.

Hut she was startled when she saw
the Kill's face. It was she who was
the fool. The welt would tell Its own
story, and the other servants would
talk. It was already a deep purple,
and swollen. Both women were
trembling. The countess, still holding
the crop, sat down.

"Now !" she said. "You will tell me
to whom you gave a certain small book
of Which you know."

"I, mnduine?"
"You."
"Hut what book? I have given noth-

ing, iiiadanie. I swear it."
"Then you admitted some one to

this room?"
"No oue, madame, except She

hesitated.
"Well?"
"There came tlilH afternoon the men

who clean niudume's windows. No oue
i Ne, madame."

She put her hand to her cheek, and
looked furtively to gee If her fingers
were stained with blood. The countess,
muttering, fell to furious pacing of
the room. So that was It, of course.
The girl was telling the truth. She
waa too stupid to lie. Then the com-

mittee of ten Indeed knew every-

thing had known that she would be
away, had known of the wludow clean-era- ,

bad known of the aafe, and her
possession of the code.

She dismissed the girl aud put away
the riding crop, then she smoothed the
disorder of her hair aud dress. The
court physlciau, calling a half hour
later, found her leading on u chaise
lougue In her boudoir, looking pale ami
handsome, and spent what he consid-
ered a pleasant half hour with her.

Then ut lust he was gone, and she
went about her heavy-hearte- d prepara-
tions for the night. From a comer of
her wardrobe she drew a long peas-

ant's cape, euch a cape as Minna
might wear. Over her head, instead
of a bat, she threw a gray veil. A care-lea- s

disguise, but all tbat was ueces-aar-

The seutrlea through and about
the palace were not unaccustomed to
such shrouded figures slipping out
from ns gloom to light, aud perhups to
love.

Before she left, she looked about
the room. What assurance had she
Mlttl thii very excursion was not a

trap, and that'ln her absence the vault
would not be looted again? It con-

tained now something Infinitely val-

uable and Incriminating the roll of
film. She glanced about, and seeing a

silver vase of roses, hurriedly emptied
the water out, wrapped the film In

oiled paper, and dropped U down
aiming the steins.

The Street if the Wise Virgins was
not near the palace. Kven by walking
briskly she was In danger of being
late. The wind kept her back. too.

Then, at last, the Street of the Wise
Virgins and the fiacre, standing at the
eurb, with a driver wrapped in rugs
against the cold of the February night,
Mai his hat pulled down over Ids eyes.
The countess stopped beside him.

"You are expecting a passenger?"
"Yes. madame."
With her hand on the door, the

countess realized that the fiacre was
already occupied. As she pea red into
its darkened Interior, the shadow re-

solved Itself Into a cloaked and masked
figure. She shrank back.

Kilter, madame." said a voice.
The figure appalled her. It was not

sulli' ient to know that behind the
horrifying mask which covered the en-lir- e

face and head, there was a hu-

man figure, human pulses that beat,
human eyes that appraised her. She

"Quickly." said the voice.
She got in, shrinking Into a corner

Of the carriage. Her lips were dry,

rho roaring of tetref was in w cam.
(he d lOt ele-e-

Tie n commenced a drive of WhtCft

ifterward the conteaa dared not
think, Tbe Bgwa neither moved nor
pofcet In aide the carriage reigned Hie

most complete rillanm Then the car-r- h

; e topped, and at last the shinuded
lignre BMW Mid spoke.

'I regr l. countess, that my orders,
ne to blindfold you."

She rabtnltted ungracefully, while
he hound a black cloth over" her eyes,
lie drew it very close and knotted It

behind. In the net his lingers touched
her laee, and sh" felt them cold and
clammy. The contact sickened her.

"Your hand, madatne."
She was led out of the carriage, and

across soil earth, a devious course
again, as though they avoided small
obstacles. Once her foot touched
something low and hard, like marble.
Again, in the darkness, they stumbled
oxer u mound. She knew where she
Waa, then in n graveyard. l'.ttt
which? ThaN were many about the
city.

TTti open space-- , the opening of u
gate or door that squeaked softly, a

I'iglit of steps that tod downward, and
a breath of musty, cold air, damp and
cellarlike.

At last, still in unbroken silence, she
knew that they had entered a large
space. Their footsteps no longer
echoed and reechoed. Be guide
walked more slowly, and at Inst paus-

ed, releasing her hand. She felt again
lie- loach of his dummy lingers as ha
untied the knots of her bandages, lie
took it off.

At first aha could see little. When
her eyes grew accustomed, she made
out the scene slowly.

A great stone vault, Its walls
broken into crypt which had con-

tained caskets of tha dead. Hut tha
cnakata had been removed, and were
piled in a corner, and in the niches
Were rlflea. In the center was u pine
table, curiously incongruous, and on
It writing materials, a cheap clock,
and a pile of documents. There were
two candles only, and these wore si tick

in skulls old brown skulls so Infinite-

ly removed from all semblance to the
humau that they were not even hor-

rible. It was as if they had been used,
not to inspire terror, but because they
were at hud and convenient for the
purpose. In the shadow, ranged iu a
semicircle, were nine figures, all mo-

tionless, all masked, and clouked In

black. They sat, another incongruity,
on plain wooden chairs. Hut in spite
of that they were figures of dread.
Tlie one who hud brought her made
tlie tenth.

Had aha not known the past record
of the men before her, the rather opera
houffe setting with which they i lose
to surround themselves might have
aroused her scorn. Hut Olgu Losehek
knew too much. She guessed shrewd-

ly that, with the class of men with
whom they dealt. It was not enough
that their name spelled terror. They
must visualize It. They had taken
their cue from that very church, in-

deed, beneath which they hid. The
church, with Its shrines und images,
appealed to the eye. They, too, ap-

pealed to the eye. Their musks, the
carefully constructed and upheld
mystery of their Ideiitlty, the trappings
of deuth about them It was skillfully
done.

Still no one spoke. The countess
faced them. Only her eyes showed
her nervousness; sbe stood haughtily,

her head held high. Hut like moat
women, she could not endure silence
for long, at leust the silence of
shrouded figures und intent eyes.

"Now that I am here," she de--
munded, "may I ask why I have been
summoned?"

It was Number Seven who replied.
It was Number Seven who, during the
hour thut followed, spoke for the oth-

ers. None moved, or but slightly,
Kvldeotly all had been carefully pre-

arranged.
""LooTT'on the table, countess. Yon

will find there some pupers you will
perhups recognize."

She took a step toward the table
und gluuced dowu. The code book
lay there. Also the letter she had sent
by Peter Niburg. Sbe made no effort
to dlsdulm them.

"I recognize them," she said clear- -

--Do you realise what will happen.

The Countess Faced Them.
nind-.tnie- . If then papers ure turned
over to the authorities?"

She shrugged her shoulders. And
BOW Number Seven rose, 11 tall figure
of mystery, and spoke- - at length In a
etiltJvated, s(,ftiy intoned voice. The '

Coanteaa, listening, felt the voice
vaguely familiar, as were the bunting
eyi - behind the mask.

"It Is our hope, madaino," he suid,
"that you will make It unit ssafy
for the committee of ten to use those
paper. Wt have no quarrel with
won. en. We wish rather a Irlend than
an enemy. Tho committee of ten. to
thoaa vWio know Its motives, has the

'

highest and most loyal of Ideals to
the country."

Ills voice took on a new. almost a
fanatic note. They had watched the
gradual decay of the country, he Bald.

Its burden of tnxation grew greater
each year. The masses sweated and
toiled, to curry on their backs the deail
v eight of the aristocracy and the
throne. The Iron hand of the chancel-

lor held everything; nn old king who
would die, was dying now, and nfter
that a boy, nominal ruler only, while
the chancellor continued his hard rule.
And now, as If that were not enough,
there was talk of an alliance with
Karnia, nn alliance which, carried
thmtlgh, would destroy the hope of a
republic.

The countess stared.
"The price of the alliance, madame.

Is the 1'rlncess Hedwlg In marriage.
Tha committee, which knows ull
things, believes that you have reason
to dislike Ibis marriage."

Save that she clutched her cloak
more closely, the countess made no
move. Hut there was a soft stir among
the figures. Perhaps, after all, the
committee as a whole did not know ull
things.

"To prevent this alliance, madame,
Is our first aim. There are others to
follow. But" he bent forward "the
king will not live muny days. It Is
our hope that that marriage will not
occur before his death."

Hy this time Olga Losehek knew
very welt wtiere sne stood, ine com-

mittee was propltlutory. She was not
in danger, save as it might develop.
They were, In a measure, putting their
case. j

'

"King Karl has broken faith before.
He will not support I.lvonla until he
has received his price. He Is de- -

larmllktd on the marriuge."
"A marriage of expediency," said

the countess impatiently.
Tha speaker for the committee

shrugged his shoulders. "Perhaps," he
replied. "Although there are those of
as wlio think that In this matter of
expediency, Karl gives more than he
receives.

"The matter lies thus, madame. The
chancellor Is now In Karnlu. Doubt-
less In- - will return with the ugreement
signed. We shall learn that In a day
or so. We do not upprove of this
alliance for various reusons, and we
int. nd to tuke steps to prevent It.
I lie puper ltseir is notmng. out
plainly, countess, we need a friend In

the pulnce, one who Is in the eou- -

ndence of the royal family."
"And for such friendship, I am to

secure safety?"
"Yes, madame. But that Is not all.

Let me tell you briefly how things
stand with us. We have, supporting
ua, certain bodies, worklugmen'a
guilds, a part of the student body, not
so much of the army as we would
wish. Dlssutlsfled folk, madne. who
would exchunge the emblem of
tyranny for freedom. On the an- -

nonncawaPt of the king's death, In
every pari or me lungooui m ko v

the cry of liberty. But the movetneut
must start here. The cly must rise
against the throne. And igalnst thut
there are two obstucles." lie paused.
The clock ticked, and futer dripped
Into the tin pall with tneiilllc splashes.
"The rlrst Is this marriige. The se-
condla the Crown Prpce Ferdinand
Wllllnm Otto."

The count eaa recoil!. "Nol"
"A moment, roadape. You think

badly of ua." Und his mask the
countess divined a oMd smile. "It la
not necessary to coiemplate violence.
There are other uithods. The boy
could be taken ovr the border, and
hidden unUI the rubltc la firmly es
tubllshed. After Shut, he Is unim
portant" I

X!llL countess, if H pu le, Jcmj
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I
hint scornfully. "You do my intelli-
gence anaall honor.".

"Where peaceful methods will avail,
our methods are peaceful, madame."

"It was. then, in peace that you mur-

dered Prince llttliert?"
"The errors of the past are past."

Then, with u new sternness: "Make
no mistake. Whether through your
agency or another, countess, when the
cathedral hell rouses the city to the
king's death, and the people wait In

the place for their new klne to come
out on the halcony, he will not come.''

The countess was not entirely had.
Standing swaying and whltc-fnce- d e

the trihunal, she saw suddenly
the ajaMan head of the little crown
prince, saw hhn smiling as lie hud
smiled that day In the sunlight, snw
bin trouhled and forlorn as he had
been when, that very eveninc, he had
left them to go to his lonely rooms.
Perhaps she rcnehed the biggest mo-

ment of her life then, when she folded
her arms and star.-- proudly ut the
shrouded figures before her

"I will not do It." she said.
But Number Seven remained impns- -

slve. "A new Idea, countess!" he said
suavely. "I can understand that your
heart recoils. But this thing Is ln-- :

evltable, as I have said. Whether you
or another but perhups with time to
think you may come to another con-

clusion. We make no thrents. Our
position Is, however, one of responsi-
bility. We are compelled to place the

future of the republic before every
other consideration."

"Thut Is it threat."
"We remember both our friends and

our enemies, madame. And we have
only friends und enemies. There Is no
middle course. If you would like time
to think It over "

"How much time?" She clutched at
the words.

"Women vury," suld Numln-- r Seven
mockingly. "Some determiae quickly.
Othera "

"Muy I have a month f"
"During which tho king may die!

Alas, madame, It Is bow you who do
ua too little honor!"

"A week?" begfed the countess
desperutely.

The leader glaaced along the line.
0m head after pother nodded alow
j

,

.A week u lg madaroe. Comrade
pivei"

Tne one 0 had brought her came
forwafi wi)n the bandage,

..At 0f on. week, madame,
a nacre will, aa tonight, be waiting
ln the utret of the Wlae Virgins."

i "And these paper?"
qq the day the republic of Ll

voo, u established, madame, they a 111

De cturned to you."
A bowed, and returned to his chair,

tor the movements of the mun
,wbo placed the buuduge over her eyes,
there waa absolute alienee ln the
room

e

Prince Ferdinand William Otto was
supremely happy. Three quite delight-

ful thiugs had happened. First, Nlk-k- y

had returned. He said he felt per-
fectly well, but the crown prince
thought he looked as though he had
been HI, and glauced frequently at
Nlkky's clgurette during the riding
hour. Second, Hedwlg did not come
to the riding leasou, aud he had Ntk-k- y

to himself. Third, he. Prince
l erdlnaud William Otto, wus on the
eve of a birthday.

Tin- - last, however, wus not unmixed
happiness. For the oue day the
sentence of exile wus to be removed
so thut he might lunch with the king,
und he was to have strawberry Jam
wlrh hil leu, ayuje. thut Ml MS

"'taaati SifMaV

Startling News Is
Crowding the Telegraph

Wires Every Day

Undoubtedly We HaJe Entered Upon &

tbe Most Momentous Months in I
the History of the Universe i$

The World Revolves
you wanL ine rews anu ,n liic lisly

wnne it is Kenny
the Courier-Journ- al

The Breckenridge News has made a clubbing
arrangement with the Courier-Journ- al by which
people of this section may get the Courier-Journ- al

every day but Sunday by mail and The Brecken-
ridge News both a full year for $6.00. The Daily
Courier-Journ- al alone costs subscribers $5.00 per
year.

The Courier-Journ- al is the most quoted news-

paper in America. Its news and views are not ex-

celled by any publication anywhere. Place your
order through The Breckenridge News.

is

you or
if

it as you can you

W.
M BUN DUN,

Now is the to
wulte's sister hud sent from Knglaud.
Hut to offset ull tbla, be waa to re-

ceive a delegation of
waa not at the riding

school thut morning. This
Prince Ferdiuuud Otto, whose
views aa to were sel-

fish, but Nlkky hud
lost his high spirit of the
He of course, aa be al-

ways did. even tbe crown
how to hang over the edge ot

Around Newspapers If

rxews, you must Kead
Every Day.

Irvington, Ky.
J. O. I'AVM Caiililer

1). Ami. Canliler

rils'saddle, wlille tils Horse was centeri-
ng, that bullets would not atrlke
him.

They rode and frolicked, a
bit, got two pontes and whacked a polo
hull over the tun burk, until tha
crowu inee wm sweuuug ruyauy tpiu
wux iiusueu.

"I don't know when I have been so
be aald, drugging out his hand-

kerchief und mopping his face. "It's
a great deal pleauauter Hed-

wlg, Isn't t?"
(Continued next
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